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Mr. Thomas Gatakers laſt will and Teſtament. 


N the name of the Flock- paced Synod, and Synagogue of Prerby- 
T-- Amen. 1 Thomas Gataker, Parſon,ReQtor (or 1ather receiver of 
the Tythes) of Reddriffe, neer London, being aged 79. years, and by 
the courſe of nature am nowin ( veſpera vite ) the evening of my 
life, do here ordain this to be my laft will and Teſtament (being in per- 
fet remembrance , that no contention or {trife may atiſe after my de- 
ceaſe, concerning my ill-gotten eftate ) in manner and form following 


Imprimss. 

[| Bequeath my ſoul (brim-full of corruption) into the mercile [s clut- 
ches of Old-Nick, the Bejlows mender , and his well-beloved ſon 
Dr. Holms, (that man of ſin and ſhame) by whoſe only merits in railing 
againſt eAfirology, belching out ſedition and Hereſte amongft the peo- 
le, and ſowing cuſhions ander the cl|bowes of iniquity, my hope isto 
be ſaved from the ſad fate of the Scotch colonars, and to bethortly 
wrapt np into Fewksns his chird heaven, prepared him of old, for his 
conftant perſcycrance in the DoRtrine and Faith of Mr. Love, there for to 
fing Geneva J5ggs, to the delicate tuge of 0 Priefls , monflrons Pricfss, 

what do you mean to 40! 

And for my body, in regard it hath patiently ſuſtained , and run 
through the fiery trial of a Bawdy-houſe, and beca bur lately parboyl'd 
in Corweliss his Tub, it is my defire that Alexander Kinſey ( dwelling at 
the Woolſack in Ivy-lanc) may kave the burial thereof in his Petits , my 
ears only cxcepted, and hereafter otherwiſe diſpoſed; and that the 
Silkmen and Mercers Apprentices (and others my well-diſpoſed Proſe- 
lites) in Pater-nefer-Row, will accompany it to the grave, and there 
to ſee it decently interred, without any Popiſh Rites, ſuperſtitious pray- 
ers, or ceremonies , other then what the DireAory of their Morning and 
Evening ſtomacks ſhall admit of , by which means, my intent is, that, - 
lexander may ſave (ome moneys (towards the payment of his Daughters 
portion, who is now upon the prick of preferment ) which would o- 
therwiſe be laid out on Hogs Greaſe, and cleanſing ſcraps, ufually (by 
kim) beught art Pye-corner, and this y” of the meer good will I bear 
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kim , for that be formerly went £ E if he would have fought the bat- 
'tels of the Lord againſt the Mighty } under the condue of Sir Willians 
Waller (alias Williem the Conquerour) howbcit he never dutlt fight, as 
' being not perſwaded of the lawfulneſs of fighting with any body but his 
wife y yet (to give the Devil his duc) continues a fiery hot, and ſo zea- 
lous 2 Presbjrerias, that (for ſome moneths laſt paſt) he has never been 
without a Priepi/me, and the complexion of a pickled Oyſter , notwith- 
Kanding ſome of the ungodly ſcandalize, and call him rhe nineteenth part 

of no Religion. | 

Having thus diſpoſed of my ſoul and body, which I fear will cauſe 
old tugging on ſome ſides when 1am dead ; bur that 311 things way be 
carried f:irly without fraud and deceipr, (and that the Devil may have 
his due) I have began thus, 2nd (hall perſiſt in the ſetting my houſe in or- 
der, andthen come what will come, Dzves torments, or tke joyes of La- 
z4rus, which later, that little conſcience | have, telis meI have not.been 
worthy of. 

Ttew, 1 give #nd bequeath unto Nicolas Bowrn ( a trundle-tail'd Stati- 
oner neer the Exchange) my books, 'or bundle of impertinencies, lyes, 
forgeries, and non-ſenſe , commonly known bythe name of Tho. Gata- 
ker B.D. his Vindications of his Annotations &c. upon condition, that 
where my envy, batred, malice, and uncharitableneſs ( againſt the ſocicty 
of Chriſtian Aſtrology, and its harmleſs Profeſſors) hath been too weak, 
hefhall make good, and where the ſparks of my rage are dying; I injoyn 
him'(as having the only Beltows of Presbyterian. zeal) eo re-inkindle ic 
againſt ſuch a Cerberian crew , who have (I m.y well fay ) by. their diſ- 
tnal writings. drove me oyt from among them , wretched man that I 
was to meddle with them. One thing morel delire of my friend Boxrn, 
that he take the pains to vi*w all and every my works l(ince 1651. (at 
which time 1 began to defame-the Science of Aſtrology ) and blot, or 
cauſe to be blotted out, every Engliſh word therein concerning that: ſub- 
je, leſt after-Generations begin to eſpy the opened: vein that let in 
death , and write it in an Hebrew charater (in which language I have 
good skill) and then ger tooting 4464. Calamy to warrant it Authen- 
tique. 

eat I give and bequeath unto foſeph Blaiklock (a broken Presbyte- 
rian Book-binder ) the remains of my chopt Logick, and cntreat M.Row- 
laxd to make him amends for the over-worn Pamphlets te paraphraſed 
- on, atid cauſed him to print in one-volum againſt Aftrology, which hath 
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” fe qu4 non of his preſent reſtinels, ro make him amends (i ſay ) by at- 
5 ea him once a day at his houſe , ( becauſe he dares not walk abroad 
 ſofaras a Hen, for fear of Gods judgments , nem inter mallexnms & incu- 
dem verſatur) and after a uſe or two of conſolation, to infiruft him fo 
fartherein, as may inable him to prove black to be white, or ( which 1s 
ak{ one) his-wife an boneſt woman : But now I remcmber, I heard the 
Sheriff had retarn'd a wer eft inventys for Mc. Riwland , and therefore | 
ſhall deſire Mr.G axle will ſppply the place, perhaps he may jumble a [yl- 
logiſm or two more then ordinaty out of Mrs. Blaiklock, who being 
fingularly free naur'd,{eſpecially when (he whicens her linnenat the bank 
fide) is more then (ſbrewdly ſuſp-cred to ramble in the predicament of a p 
bad quality. ' 
Items, 1 give and dequeath unto Edmund ("alamythe hoop ng Preacher 
of eAlderma: bury, my exquilite art of lying, wherein, as it is not de- 
ny'd; but I have excel'd all chatever. wore a WhetRtone, ſo I hope he 
will in ſhort time make a great improvement thereof, and' bring the art 
toabſolute perfection (if Mrs. L. ſay but awen to it) and [ deſire, that in 
lien thereof, he will perpztuace my Name in an Hebrew An»agram, 
—_ language I have been honored for in EſexJto be fixed uponthe 
raye-ftone of his affcAion, and to preach my Funeral Sermon, upon 
the text in Eccl.2 2.12, Seven daies do men wenrs for him that © dead, but 
| the lamentation for the fool and ungodly ſhawld endure all the daies of their 
life. 
Items, 1- give unto Leonard Cook] the Proverbial ] Pulpiteer 6f Ifling- 
ton, all and ſingular my ſpiritual impoſtures, and tricks of Letferdemain, 
topether with the G:llimawfry of my extempory long-winded prayers, 
{ be eeching{ in the bowels of a Holland Smock] he will decently dreſs, 
and ſet out che ſame 1n 2 large charger of bypocriſie, fic for a deluded Au- 
| ditories appetite,und lo preſent chem to the poor hungry people, on the 
© flick table of his deceitful tongue, & bid them all welcom co be cheered. 
” - - Jtems | give unto Mr.Xely[ x Scotch Presbyter] now, or lat:ly Rea- 
| derof Cripplegate my Lotrry, [for which very thiag could I have wiſh:d 
my ſelf huag up to the ears in a Scotch Ordinary when I was writing it] q 
F -and part of my Vindications of my Angotations, which Ivequeath'd to 
© Bowry, whercin 1 have compriz:d two irrefragable reaſons , plainly 
> / proving Presbytery, Tyrhes, Railing, and Non-ſeaſ:, to be all alike, far 
re Dqvine. 
-Þ : rem, Bequeath the whole ftock of my Impudence unto Ralph SEL 
—Þ& (the Lay-Levite of Brito, which together with bis owne } will ſurc] Y. eg- 
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able him(Procex:-like) to afſunk all ſhapes, and to run throvgh as many 
profeſſions , as the wandring Jy is ſaid to have done Countryes , here 


ro play the Seribe, chere the Chimift , in a third place the Prieft, co bo 


eAliquis in omuibur, anllus in fugalis, A Saint in one place, a Devill in a« 
nother , « Cheat every where, alwayes, Imwpudens innecuune gaviidit pir- 
ſequitsr , yer glory himſelf in the citle of a godly Miniſter, a painfall 
Paſtor, a powerfull teacher, notwithſtanding he never ſaved the ſoule 
of a loufe, and deſerved the tycheÞfa Nic for his Quacking, 

Item, | bequeath my matchicſRFift of Portry , unto Juſtice George 
Fither , as the only man I know thþt hath dabled his dirty Genin (not in 
Helicon , for that's heatheni(ſh) bgyn the Ducking-Pond of phanſie , and 
who alone is capable of my Soule-ſaving ftrains, provided that he return 
unto the faith from whence he is fallen, and reſolve hereafter ro burn, ra- 
ther then turn any more with the times, and (hall not hackney our his bro- 
ken-winded Muſc, to be any more drain'd of Hymns, or Balad, for vi- 
Aorics obtain'd agaioft the godly, bur thar the offal of his invention 
may for the future, be ſer and ſung to the melodious Bag-pipes of Pref 
bitery, in their Galloping Gamboll of a Scotch liſt,the betrer eo awaken 
the Bell- weathers of rhe faRtion , and to quicken the dull ſpirits of their 
drooping Proſelites, now in theſe better times of perſecution, 

Hem, To the intent the world may take notice, I was never ſo grelt at 
Enemy to the perfons, as 1 was to the fanftion of Biſhops, becauſe nos 
capable of being one my ſelf, 1 give unto Dr. Yſaey ( late Primate of 
Armagh ) ll my private Notcs, and Colletions, the heavy fruits of 
my forty two years drowſy Contemplation, againſt that devilliſh black- 
Art, ( which neither he nor Tanderttand ) to wit, Afrologis; together 
with all the Ribbaldry, Drollery, Billingatiſm, Hopkiniſm, Ands, Ekes, 
So (till, Moſt ills, Vites and Guiles, Hells and Fells, Baſes and Diſgraces ; 
of which ſee more in my new come out eApolegie. 

Item, My Learning (ſuch as it is} together with ary malice, yaine-glo- 
ry, Pride and Hypocrifie, 1 give unco the late Synod of Divines, and the 
re!t of the Mounrebank Miniſters of London, the betterto pphold them 
in thcic learned Barracadoes, egainit the gathered /#dependens Churches, 
reſerving onclS# for Vavaſer Powell, and Mr. Sixypſon,lo much of my pride 
and malice, as may ſtrengthen them in theſe times of perſecution ( the 
one being ao cxile,and the other a cloſe priſoner ro Findſor for Treaſon) 
that now having time to contermplare, when they come to their thrones, 
they may ſuppreſs that Monſtrous, Art of Aftrelegie, and doom thoſe 
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money, the which I deſire may be ſpeedfy lid out upon an Vmbrells, 
whercunder to hide und preferve theſe Jow-bak'd Leveres, in their Af 
ſemblies from the direful influence of tfie Suns Eclipſe in edſngnſ}} next, 
leaſt when they ſeem to ]augh in their ſſeeves,they ſorrow in their hearts, 
for the miſchiefcs then impending, by the means of thoſe Sorcerers and 
Wizzardr, who we know, do oftimes ſpeak truth by the help of the De- 
vil ( the Father of lyes ) a{though ( we confeſle) it Rands not with one 
interreſt to acknowledge ſo much. | 

And now whil'it I am a giving, legme not be unmindfull of my peo- 
ple of Reddriff, whom 1 fo baſely wertto Law with, while Prelacie was 
high,and by cager purſuing and anjulBÞribiog , avd many other (Iefuiri- 
call)under-hand tricks,l ayerthrew,aMby the aforeſaid devilliſh meanes, 
gor all gleabes, andtyrhes, to the yalue of 200.1. per aw»wm; though in 
my braſs-faced, late come out Apology, | haye utterly denied it; be- 
cauſe I would not give thoſe curſed Aﬀrologers (who haye brought me 
even to death) any colour of ground apainit me. But now to make all 
amends, Idefice all people of my Congregation of Redariff, to take no- 
tice of this my real intention to them , and that this my will ſhould noe 
be taken in Sermo praefiris, in foot-language, Irthus proclaim my deſire in 
choice and unRious words in form following. 

Trem, 1 bequeath to my Reddriff Congregation my Execators year of 
Tythes, to buy them all-Gloves and Ribbands to mourn for me their 
painful Paſtor, who have ſo immenſfly ( bleſſed be the Lawyers ) taught 
them to part with the Miniſters due, truly, and without troyble , for 
which ] queſtion not but my Succeflors will ſing Hal/el»jabs to my name, 
and manners, ſaying, Bleſſed be The.Ga#sker , who hath committed ini- 
quity with greedineſs, even to the grent advantage of the Miniſtery, but 
the total and abſolute undoing of the people, 

And laſtly, my fortitude, long: ſuffering, and patience ( gawdet patien- 
tia dwris ) I bequeath to Mr. Inks, Caſe, Fagger &c. becauſe I fear they 
ſhall have moft need thereof ; the remainder of my good qualities, eſpe- 
cially my wit Md honeſty, (my debts being firſt paid by the late ARfor 
Releaſe of poor Priſoners, &c. and my Funeral expences defraid by my 
Pariſh)] freely give to my kind friends R. 1bb54/eu,Printerto the Queen of 
Sheba, and ?.Hwnſcor, Basket-Beadle to the Society of Stationers, whom 
I make the formidable Executors of this my laſt will and Teſtament: And 
morcover, 1 do aptly appoint and conſlicute in cheveral-conſtienced 


- friends }.Rovhwell the pygmy Stationer, and S. Thewebrand the Supravi- 
 fors thereof, on whom I beRRow « filver pair of Tooth- picks, and Cla- 
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= -**- herety wade, as being ys the ctte&s of 'a religious lunaey, in wit - bY 
"neſs whereof I hizye hereunto: ſer-my- ('per eAvntiphr ain"). innocent band 

Es + * arid ſeal, the ewelftt day of the, firſt moneth, in the Oxth year of the - 

WED Presbyterizn juſtly dekerved Nlivery. Anno 1654 | 
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T homaz Gataker. 


1 (ball defire alſo at the hands of my Executors, that they cauſe to o_ 
: = nd on my Tomb-ſtonetbis following Epiraph. 


An Epitaph. 


©- Gataker is gone , Jove /peed bim well, 
And ſafely, whether unto heav'n or bell: 
But into beav'n the V arlet goes not [wre, 
For there be ſtars,” and ftars bee'l not endure : 
Or if to bell, thrice wretched is his fate, 
For ev'n 1be devil himſelf doth calextate 
«And riad the ftars, ba's clearer tyes then whe, 
Far more experiencein Aſtrology. 
Pirbaps, ai when alive, ſo when be's drad, 
Hes'l be with flarr and Planets toftmred ; 
Only the dif renee 31, bere could he rail, 
In bill the faſhion i3 to weep and wail, 
\ And gnaſh the roeth; but charity 1 have, 
To wiſh hit bull may only prove hit grave : 
| Or if it be in Limbo, #s fit bt fta 
There, tilthis filth be throughty purg'd away, 
And 1 il all others of bis dirty Fattion 


Havt like ſnereſs, whil' the have ſuch like ation. 
FINIS 
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